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f)on't fault DWP workers for taking



advantage of a dumh law



By Bill Becker

T.t ll E lnost illtL-r'csting lcaturc in thc ilalt ttvcr'
I tlre l.t's Artgclcs DcP1l1'11nr';11 trl'Wlter tuJ

I)cl*,ct's lctilcnrc-n1 iucc-utivr,- plan is thc lou
lcvel of'dcbatc.

I havc yct to read a rcspoltsc to thc DWP plan
that docs justicc to thc real issuc: namcly.
rvhctltcr orclinarir pcoplc should bc alkru,ccl 1o
bcncl'it fiom windlalls ntadc nossibic l-rv a
poorlr tuttlct'sttrod llr*. lrrstcltcl. u e lrltr c rttirnrl
posluling and a str()ng otlor ol hvpoclisy trl
thosc rvlto should kntl'"r' bctlcr.

[rirst: nry clictionar'1- dcflncs thc tclnr "lottp-
Itolc" as "il ntcans tt1'cscape ol cvllsion. cs|. a
rnculls ol opportunity ttf'cl'atling a lau,. cor.r-
lract. ctc."

Ncus accru-urts ol'thc [ruvout plan shorv that
tlrcrc rvas ritrthing illegal aLrout Jclcclino .lourr's
Jccision t() tcturlr to ltis fol.nrcr DWI) position
Itr. a da,v -* picking up $25.000 in thc 1'rr-occss
--- so tltat hc cor-rlcl bc part o1-an carl1, rc1irt: urcnt
plL)grarn instcad ol'sinrply lcaving firl anotltcr'



cili position.-ilrc DWP's btrloLrt rulcs prohibilcd Joun
firrnr lcturniug to tlic Lrtilitl'. but thc citi.'s civil
sclvice rulcs clid nbt prcvcnt hinr llom acccpl-
ing antrthcr cily position clscu,hcrc. 

-fhcrc- 
is no

loopholc here.
Nor can it be argucd that Joun f'ultllled thc

lcttcr. but r iolatcd thc spirit. of tlic br-r-vout plan.
l-he notiou ol' thc "spirit of thc law" is ;rurc
hokunr. Thcrc is u() ur()l"c to thc "spirit" ol'a la'.r,

than is coclifiecl in thc lail, itscll'- as an-v lcg-
islator rvho tacks a litrnr sLrbsicll' arnendnrcnt
onto an cnvironnrcntal bill r.lill tell you.

Wc arc.iuslillcd in susl-rccting. if nol oulr'ight
hl,percrisl . thcn at lcasl liighly sclcclivc scnsi-
bilitics in Mayor Richard li.iordln. rvho savs
that Joun's "rilr-o11'to I-.A. larpal'crs" is
"outrageous."

Rioldari is a successf ul mcutbcl ol'thc busi-
ncss c()lnurunity. Shall wc bclier"c that hc is
"outragcd" wiren a corporatc lobbyist nins an
cxcmplion (a k a "loopholc") fionr a toxic rvastc
provision tor his or hcl clicr.rt'l



C)r' docs llit nrar(rr iiccept thc con-rmtt|r cttr
p()ratc r ic"i iltat sut:h cxcnrplions. lul tl ttrn
bciug looplrr)l!s. ru'r cithcr 1oh-savinrl ncccssi-
t ics. trr cxlrrtpics ol' r'cason in an clrg-v ol * r0nq-
hcadcd cuvir< nmcntai lcgislation'l

Is Rioldan ,rLrtlagcd o\cl thc obsccue cour-
pcnsatiori lracl.agcs tlr;rt thc coulltr),'s ttrp ('LrOs
rcccivcd evclr ils thcit- cotnpanics lost lnt)ltc\
altd wolircfi wu'r'e lai,l oll'l

Arc thc iilllui(s orr .f uun ll'orn othcr quartcrs
nroLc sLrbsli.lrrl iul? '['hc City Ctruncil mairttairrs
liaisons u'itlr all crtr clcparlurcnls. Ncilhcr
Counciinrau.locl Wrchs.'uvho saiti hc utis
"sickcncd" b.. 1hc ncu's tif .lorrn's n'iucllnll. nor
h js stal'f sltilurltl nruch vig.ilanco in scoping out
thc impliclrtioris of tirt IfWP bilvout plan.

As an clce 1e:d ofiicral pleclgcd to guarcl ilgili!t::t
incfl'icicnt ll5'!r (r1' trixpavcrs' llr()lre\. W'aciis
sccrlrs til bt' i',il ni()lc inraginalir"c llran lli0sc
lvho craltcri tirc plan. Wlicrc thcu. shoLrlti uu
scck llrc :ioLu1.it' ol'his srckncss'/ I)clhll-rs iir the
polititni itrtprilsc io tiarrcr: to llrc poprrlar Iulic']

.,'\s lor 1iic.r rl,lii,lli'c vigurouslr,plaf irrg that



tLlti(. !'i\iil ii,.ru\ \\(,Ltlri lot'grt lt icglti ()1'rltottttttitr
[r] rt]akc !il:.0(X) liil li dul's l,n'olk. cr r:!t ii) lltc\,
tiiirerlcrl Llral t hc Iulc: that i-illr)\\cd tlrtur t0 ciir
s() \\'cru llrclll llarvcd'] lndectl. "scizing thc
o1-rpor'tunit_n-" lirr- orrc's ilun acit'anlilgc is tht:
nIi riei Dle Lrlr(lcIl) llrr: \il rr'r'ir lt'\ rrl i i |e e( ('n( )nr\ .

T'hc I)\!|']irLrvout lrlln rnar rvcll bc llu*,cd in
both dcsigu anci irnplcurcnlati()11. anri I do uot
tot a ntt'rutcut sulrgcst thll it is irlcal. llLrl sloptr-.i
reas()lrilr!1. nrotitl postulirrg. lrnrl sclll.selvirrir.
rttllanrntatr.r'r rlrclrlric iioes ri,rt hellt in tlic
ctlirrl to clrulc lail lrncl cf'lcclivc ctrsl-errltirr!.
lneasu |cs.

Ilr"cr',,olrc in 1lic eit1''s t()p ntltitaLtolitcrrI ar.rrl
corrncil has plavctl sonrc rolc in lhis clr-anra. il
()11l! h)' acsunriug thul 1hc1, nccd n0l pil) ilttcn-
Iiott tcr tltc othcl g,u!"s llitili\i'iek. Onlv bv
rrcccl'riino, rc!ip\llsi[)ilit_v n,ith sontc rrrcitstrl"c ol
glacc r'vill tircl bc ablc to I'iud up1-rtrr1-rri:rtc
soltr1ions to Iircsc aitpalcnt ntoral aitilnlIier.

Heiw many
wolrld forgo
a legal
opportLlnity
to make
$25.000 fbr a
day's work,
evcll as they
r.once ded
that tlte r:ules
wcrc lindll,'
llawcc!?

lJili Bccl,tr i.t tr ti ritt'r itt ll ttrttllirtrl I lill.,;




