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Central Amenca.
In 1984 another Contadora Peace

oran *ili tn the verge of being siglld
6t ttre five Central American govern-

ft;G. in agreeing t9 sigl'Nicaragua-triO 
aroppd its earlier sine qua non

irii't Fr"Eialnt Reagan stop supportin-g

i'ri"-ionit"". A surprised administra-
;i;;1it;;;ealized ihat it could- not
;'tam;iriitar;sta for the failure of t]t9
c;tjd;iltl?r. Contra hosts costa Ri-

ca and Honduras would be required to
disallow Contra attacks on Nicaragua
from their territory. Accordingly, the
administration pressured them to
make obJections to the plan, and the
peace effort failed. The Nicaraguans
rr€re'ihen-ecctrsed of agreeing to the
proposal only fon propaganda pur-
poses.

In the current round, Habib's letter
to Rep. Jim Slattery, promising to
"end aid to the Contras" if Nicaragua
signs the accord, comes straight out of
left field and should be viewed with
extreme skepticism.

The administration is even now
planning a more efficient two-front
war against Nicaragua, made possible
by the recent (and long sought) agree'
ment by the Costa Rican-based Con-
tras to cooperate with their Honduran
counter?arts. This is in cynical disre-
gard for Costa Rican President Oscar
Arias' recent attempts to normalize
relations wit}t Nicaragua.

The evidence is that the administra-
tion disdains the Contadora peace pro-
cess, and in so doing risks inciting a
catastrophic regional war. This is a
much gteater threat to our national
security than Nicaragua will ever be.
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