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The liberals were r:ght

After ail these years. the thesis held by
us “blecding heart Biberals™ that US. for-
eign policy is rotten at its core has been
verified (again) by the highest officials in
our government. {Pentagon outlines
post-Cold War role,” Daily News, March
3.)

[ refer to the "American missions” — to
prevent the nations of the world from pur-
SUINg a4 mMOre aggressive posture 10 pro-
teci thetr legitimate wterests.” Even the
knee-jerk patriot should understand that
preventing others from pursuing their le-

itimate interests 15 indefensible and un-
cthical.

But this has alwayvs been the welispring
of U.S. policy. In 1948, when State De-
partiment wise man George Kennan wrote
another classitied advisory cn U.S. foreign
policy. he didn’t talk about the evil Russ-
kics. No, he simply said that our “real 1ask
in the coming period js Lo devise a pattern
of relationships that will permit us to
nyainiamn that dispanty™ whereby 6 per-
cent of the world’s population controis 5C
percent of 1S wealth,

We liberals and progressives hold 1o the
adage “'my country right or wrong, When
right, to keep it right; when wrong, 10 set
it right.” Now there 15 no Soviet Union 1o




divert our attention from Washington’s
hunger for world domination. Perhaps |
now the self-styled patriots. who never |
had the courage to look the beast in the
eve, will admit that we were right all
along.

— Bill Becker ‘

Woodland Hiils ‘
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March 10, 1992
Dear editor,

After all these years, the thesis held by us "bleeding
heart liberals" that U.S. foreign policy is rotten at its core
has been verified (again) by the highest officials in our
government. ('"Pentagon outlines post-Cold War Role,” Nation
& World, Sunday, March 8.)

I refer to the "American mission'--to prevent any nation
in the world from pursuing "a more_aggressive posture to pro-
tect their legitimate interests.” [We have here a somewhat
subtle point of logic and morality, buﬁ]even the knee-jerk
patriot shcould understand that preventing otheyrs from pursuing
their legitimate interests is indefensible andldefines one
uneguivocally asjunethical.

But this has always been the wellspring of U.S. policy.
In 1948, when State Department wise man George Kennan wrote in
another classified advisory on U.S. foreign policy, he didn't
talk about the evil Russkies. No, he simply said that our
"real task in the coming period is to devise a pattern of re-
lationships that will permit us to maintain the disparity"
whereby £% of the world's population controls 50% of its
wealth. LEver the realpolitiker, Kennan suggested that we
dispense with objectives "such as human rights, the raising of
living standards, and democratization,”" lest these "ideal-
istic slogans" interfere with our real task. His program was
realized in the establishment of pro-U.8. dictatorships around
the world whose behavior rivaled the worst of the Soviet
Union's 3

We liberals and progressives hold to the adage "my count-
ry right or wrong. When right, to keep it right; when wrong,
to set it right.” Now there is no Soviet Union to divert our
attention from Washington's hunger for world domination.
Perhaps now the self-styled patriots, whe never had the cour-
age to look the beast in the eye, will admit that we were
right all along.

Sincerely,

Bill RBecker





